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The Adapted National Baccalaureate Exam Specifications -2024 -
English Subject - All Streams

INTRODUCTION

The Baccalaureate English exam is a summative written achievement test produced by the
Moroccan National Centre for Evaluation and Exams. It is taken for certification purposes
at the end of the secondary school education. It is administered to all eligible candidates.
The content of the exam paper is based on the adapted national curriculum and aims at
assessing testees’ knowledge and skills in reading comprehension, vocabulary, grammar,
language functions and writing. The test paper comprises three sections:

Section One: Comprehension

Section Two: Language (Grammar, Vocabulary and Functions)

Section Three: Writing
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1. SYLLABUS BREAKDOWN

Streams Syllabus and Textbooks Syllabus coverage
All learners must cover the following
v/ The syllabus specified in the 8 units/themes:
Guidelines (2007) e Formal, Informal and Non-formal
v The textbook(s) adopted by the Education
Ministry of Education for the | ¢ Cultural (Issues and) Values
Arts second year Baccalaureate * Theiieaf Youlh
v' The adapted syllabus 2024 - i el Power
e Humor
e Advances in Science and Technology
e Citizenship
e Sustainable Development
All learners must cover the following
v’ The syllabus specified in the 8 units/themes:
Guidelines (2007) e Formal, Informal and Non-formal
v' The textbook(s) adopted by the Education
Ministry of Education for the | ® Cultural (Issues and) Values
Humanities second year Baccalaureate i “TER/CR i o
v" The adapted syllabus 2024 3 Sl el s
e Humor
e Advances in Science and Technology
e Citizenship
e Sustainable Development

All Science,

v’ The syllabus specified in the
Guidelines (2007)
v The textbook(s) adopted by the

All learners must cover the following

8 units/themes:
e Formal, Informal and Non-formal
Education

Tec;:::cal Ministry of Education for the i C“““rf‘l (IS;ueS a‘;ld) Values
Oicinal second year Baccalaureate. : glsn?‘fts Od g:vli;
€n an
g v' The adapted syllabus 2024.
streams e Humor
e Advances in Science and Technology
e Citizenship
e Sustainable Development
All v' The syllabus specified in the All learners must cover the following
vocational Guidelines (2007) 8 units/themes:
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streams | v' The textbook(s) adopted by the | ¢ Formal, Informal and Non-formal
Ministry of Education for the Education
second year Baccalaureate. Cultural (Issues and) Values

v' The adapted syllabus 2024. The Gifts of Youth
Women and Power

Humor

Advances in Science and Technology
Citizenship

Sustainable Development

2. COMPLETION TIME AND WEIGHTING

Streams Weighting Completion time

Arts 4 3 hours
Humanities 3 3 hours
All Science, Technical and Original streams 2 2 hours

&
All Engineering and Agriculture streams
Culinary Arts, Catering, Logistics and 4 3 hours
Fashion Design streams
Commerce and Accounting streams 2 3 hours

3. EXAM SECTIONS AND WEIGHTING

The weighting for each section is specified as follows:

Stream Comprehension | Language | Writing
Arts 15/40 15/40 10/40
Humanities 15/40 15/40 10/40
All Science, Technical and Original streams 15/40 15/40 10/40
&
All Engineering and Agriculture streams
Culinary Arts, Catering, Logistics and 15/40 15/40 10/40
Fashion Design streams
Commerce and Accounting streams 15/40 15/40 10/40
N.B. There may be partial similarities in exam content between two or more majors/streams. Test
papers may share parts of (or whole) sections. A *jj{:\ |
>/ Ce N %
/:\ / p C'?/‘,’C, v, \
8 { s ot )
\5 \ Ty, 2 /
\\}”/ o &‘2/
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4.SECTIONS, TEST TECHNIQUES AND RUBRICS

4.1. THE COMPREHENSION SECTION

e The reading tasks must aim at testing comprehension and not word recognition per se.
e Questions must appear in textual order within the rubrics.

e For word meaning or reference, the relevant paragraph must be indicated.

4.1.1. READING SUBSKILLS

Testees should be able to e

identify main idea and details 7
identify specific information ]
make inferences (attitude, purpose, mood, feeling)
infer word meaning from the context

identify referents

transfer information from text to chart

identify the logical order of ideas in the text

o/
V4

r
™
%s Sports ¥

4.1.2. TEXT TYPES AND TOPICS

The comprehension section can include one or more texts. Texts need to be of an
appropriate level of difficulty, and should preferably target issues related to the topics and
themes in the syllabus. They should also relate to testees’ interests, age, background
knowledge and experience.

Reading texts could be in the form of articles, letters, emails, biographies, film/book
reviews, reports, advertisements, and may include charts, pictures, maps, diagrams, etc.
They can be narrative, informative, descriptive, expository, or argumentative.

4.1.3. LENGTH OF TEXTS
The total number of words in the reading material should observe the following:

Total number of words

Stream (with a margin of 10%)
Arts 350 — 450
Humanities 300 — 400
All Science, Technical and Original streams
& 250 - 350

All Engineering and Agriculture streams
Culinary Arts, Catering, Logistics and Fashion
Design

Commerce and Accounting streams 300 —400

350 - 450
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4.1.4. TEST TECHNIQUES

The following techniques are designed to test various reading sub-skills. They should be
varied so that no particular technique would become so predictable. They should also lead
to clear and reliable scoring.

e Chart filling

e Gap filling

e Identifying/locating
e Information transfer
e Listing

e Matching

e Multiple choice
e Ordering

Sentence completion
True/False with justification
True/False without justification

e Wh-questions

4.1.5. DISTRIBUTION OF BITS

The comprehension section should contain 10 to 24 bits. The bits should sample the reading
sub-skills listed above. Over-testing one or two reading sub-skills at the expense of others
should be avoided.

4.1.6. RUBRICS

Rubrics are instructions that inform test-takers on how to perform test tasks. They also
inform them about the scores. Up to seven rubrics from the list below can be used to test
reading comprehension:

e ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.

e ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? CORRECT THE FALSE ONES.

e ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY.

e ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? TICK () THE RIGHT BOX.

e CHOOSE THE BEST TITLE FOR THE PASSAGE.

e CHOOSE THE RIGHT ANSWER FROM THE LIST GIVEN.

e COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES WITH INFORMATION FROM THE TEXT.

e FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH WORDS, PHRASES OR EXPRESSIONS FROM THE TEXT.

e FILL IN THE CHART WITH THE RIGHT INFORMATION FROM THE TEXT.

e FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS, PHRASES OR EXPRESSIONS THAT MEAN ALMOST THE
SAME AS:

e MATCH EACH IDEA WITH THE CORRESPONDING PARAGRAPH.

e MATCH THE WORD(S)/PHRASE(S) OR EXPRESSION(S) WITH THE RIGHT
EXPLANATION(S) ACCORDING TO THE TEXT.

e PICK OUT FROM THE TEXT A SENTENCE OR A PHRASE WHICH SHOWS THAT:

e WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER TO?

e WHAT IS THE WRITER’S OPINION/ ATTITUDE/ PURPOSE?
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4.1.7. SCORING

Responses may get a score of 0, 0.5, 1, 1.5 or 2 points.
When scoring reading comprehension, students must not be penalized for grammar and/or
spelling mistakes. Focus only on ideas and meaning.

4.2. THE LANGUAGE SECTION

e This section includes vocabulary, grammar and functions, and aims at testing
students’ ability to use language accurately and appropriately.
[tems testing vocabulary, grammar and functions should be contextualised.
Items testing grammar may include affirmative, negative and interrogative forms.
Items can be receptive and/or productive.
Receptive gap-filling items must have the following number of alternatives:

| gap: 3 alternatives

2 gaps: 5 alternatives

3 gaps: 6 alternatives

4.2.1. DISTRIBUTION AND WEIGHTING

VOCABULARY GRAMMAR FUNCTIONS
4 points 7 points 4 points

4.2.2. VOCABULARY
Items testing vocabulary should be related to the topics and themes in the adapted syllabus.

They should particularly focus on the following lexical elements: o
e topic related vocabulary / : ‘:ﬁi# R
e collocations \ } /&’1/‘,‘. o
e suffixes, prefixes and their meanings (5[ do . /j;/h‘-n‘
e phrasal verbs \% K o & : :/s(
4.2.3. GRAMMAR s

Grammar items test students’ ability to recognize and use langu g&’@c}p}ﬁei ) /and
appropriately. The items should be contextualized. They should target the following:

e Tenses: Simple Present, Present Continuous, Present Perfect Simple, Simple Past,
Past Continuous, Past Perfect Simple, Future Simple, Future Perfect Simple
Modals in the present
Conditionals 1 and 2
Reported speech
Linking words: (Addition: moreover, in addition to, also, besides / Concession and
contrast: although, in spite of, despite, however, yet, but / Cause-effect: because
(of), as, consequently, so, as a result)
e Infinitive & gerund
e Passive voice
e Relative Pronouns
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4.2.4. FUNCTIONS
The functions to be tested are the following:

Social Functions

Making and responding to requests

Making and responding to complaints

Apologizing and responding to apologies

Asking for and giving advice

Asking for and giving opinion

Agreeing and disagreeing

Expressing lack of understanding and asking for clarification

4.2.5. TEST TECHNIQUES FOR THE LANGUAGE SECTION
A variety of test techniques should be included in the language section. The overuse of
some of these techniques at the expense of others must be avoided.
e providing the correct verb tense/ form
providing the correct word form
rewriting sentences
gap filling
matching
multiple choice
cloze procedure with list or with first letter given
responding to situations
completing dialogues
4.2.6. RUBRICS

The rubrics below are to be used when testing grammar, vocabulary and functions.

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING DIALOGUE(S) APPROPRIATELY.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT ANSWER.

FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE COLLOCATIONS.

FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE PHRASAL VERBS.

FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE WORDS OR EXPRESSIONS FROM THE
LIST.

GIVE THE CORRECT FORMS OF THE WORDS IN BRACKETS.

MATCH EACH EXPRESSION WITH ITS APPRORIATE FUNCTION.

PUT THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGES IN THE CORRECT ORDER.

PUT THE VERBS IN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT FORM.

PUT THE VERBS IN BRACKETS IN THE RIGHT TENSE.

REWRITE THE SENTENCES AS INDICATED.

REWRITE THE SENTENCES BEGINNING WITH THE WORDS GIVEN.

TICK (V) THE CORRECT SENTENCE (S).

WHAT DOES EACH SENTENCE EXPRESS?

WRITE AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO THE FOLLOWING SITUATION(S).
WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IN THE FOLLOWING SITUATION(S)?
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4.2.7. DISTRIBUTION OF BITS

The language section must contain 10 to 24 bits. The bits must sample the language
components (grammar, vocabulary and functions) included in the syllabus.

A minimum of four rubrics must be used in the language section.

4.2.8. SCORING
Responses may be scored 0, 0.5, 1, 1.5 or 2 point(s).

4.3. THE WRITING SECTION

4.3.1. WRITING SUB-SKILLS AND ACTIVITIES

The writing section measures the ability to write in English, including the ability to
generate, organize, and develop ideas, to support those ideas with examples, arguments or
evidence and to recognise text organisation. This section may include one or two tasks. In
case there are two writing tasks, one will be guided or semi-guided and the other free. In
this document, a free writing task is defined as a writing task which includes the topic for
writing and, sometimes, cues to help the candidate. The target writing sub-skills include the
use of

adequate and relevant content.

appropriate text structure according to the targeted format.
appropriate style according to audience.

cohesive devices and transitions to organize their writing.
correct use of mechanics (spelling, punctuation, capitalization).
appropriate structures and vocabulary to get the message across.

e variety of sentence structures: simple and complex ones.

Tasks related to writing may include:

e developing a topic sentence
writing a topic sentence
completing a paragraph
punctuating a paragraph
completing a dialogue
describing a picture/person/process
filling a diagram
writing an article
writing a biography

writing a story

filling in a form

writing an email

writing a blog post

writing a film review

writing a report

re-ordering sentences / a paragraph
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4.3.2 LENTGH OF THE WRITTEN PRODUCT

The required length of the written product varies with the number of tasks set. When only
one writing task is assigned (and this can only be a free writing task), the required length
should approximate the number of words indicated in the table below:

All majors and streams
From 100 to 200 words

When two writing tasks (one free and the other guided or semi-guided) are set, the number
of words for the free writing task is indicated in the table below:

All majors and streams
From 50 to 100 words

4.3.3. SCORING CRITERIA

Criteria for scoring must be specified in the marking scale.

Scoring criteria

Relevance to the task(s)

Appropriate paragraphing and organisation

Appropriateness and variety of vocabulary

Accurate use of grammar

Accurate use of mechanics (spelling, punctuation and capitalization)

The rating scale for scoring the writing section will vary with the number of tasks set. When
only one free writing task is assigned, it will be graded using a scale ranging from O to 10.
However, when two writing tasks are set (one free and the other guided or semi-guided) the
mark for the free task will range from O to 6 points, and the one for the guided or semi-
guided task from O to 4 points. A score of 0 is given when:

¢ the candidate does not write anything

e the candidate only copies the prompts or the topic

e the candidate writes in a language other than English

e the candidate writes about a topic different from the one assigned
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